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ABSTRACT 

, , ^ Student replies to 6 of the 1<4 questions on the 

Student census Project questionnaire, administered to 23,060 classes 
in 2,376 schools in Vancouver in 1971, are presented. Thise replies 
relate to where the student and his parents were born • what schoi? 
they attended on June 1, 1970; hours- of TV watched dukng thfwlek- 
books read per month; and most important single reason llraltenlina 
leflM'ooa ' complete question^S^r 
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mPOm ON THE 1971 STUDENT CENSUS P^JECT 



The 1971 Census of Canada was the eleventh in a series of major 
censuses taken decennially sinee 1871* A wealth of informtlon was GollGcted 
on the Canadian people, their homes and their faras, Basic data concerning 
age^ sex^ marital status, mother tongue, etc*, were obtained from all persons 
in Canada> and housing Infomatlon was collected for each dwelling. In 
addition, ona-thlrd of the population completed a detailed questionnaire 
containing questions on demography, adueation, occupation. Income, ate. A 
fara questionnaire was completed for all agricultural holdings in Canada. 

The Student Census Project was designed to involve students in the 
1971 Census, They mve asked to cOTplete a questionnaire (see Appendix "A") 
on May 25^ and they were ejected to assist their parents in understanding 
the purposes and procedures of the National Census to be t^en on June 1, 
Statistics Canada provided a teaching manual with suggested materials to 
introduce the Canadian Census to students. 

The Student Census Project was ejqjsrimental in nature and it mbb 
directed only to those students included in the sample. The cOTipletion of 
the questionnaire ms entire]^ voluntaiy. Participation by the selected 
provinces, metropolitan areas, and school boards included in the sample was 
100^1 the nxmber of each of these was 9, 20 and 59 respectively. A total 
of 2,376 schools participated and 23,060 classes CMpleted the questionnaire. 
All of the schools in Vancouver were included in the sample* 

The canpleted questionnaires were returned to Statistico Canada 
where the data from the questionnaires were' transferred to keypunch cards. 
These cards were used with a computer program which generated the sujrjmarles 
aJid analyses. 

Late in June I972, principals of schools participating in the 
project received a print^out of the tables that summarized the data, and a 
master summary was sent to the school board office. 

The print-out summarizes the responses separately by grades, and 
tabulates the percentage responses of four groups r the particular school, 
the school district^ the metropolitan areas of the province, and Canada. 
Principals are encouraged to emmlne the aummaiy and analyse simllaritios 
and dlffer^nceB that characterise the student populations of the /grades in 
their schools, 

^ The writer has examined the sunmaiy for Vancouver schoola, and the 
following characteristics of our students are considered to be noteworthy s 

Question 4 1 Wiere were you born ? 

The proportion of students born in British Columbia is about the 
same as that for the province. On the other hand, the proportion of atudents 
born elsewhere m Canada is lower than that for the province, British 
Colwibia has. a higher proportion of children born in the United Kingdom than 
does Canada as a whole. Vancouver has a somewhat higher proportion "of children 
bonv in Gennar^ than does, the provl^ While the proportion 

orstudents born in. Italy is higher than that for the province, it is ^ 
siderably below. that for Canada as a whole. Both British Columbia and Vancouver 
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have a higher proportion of children bom in the United States than do 
the other provinces of Canada as a group. It should be noted that the 
responses provided for this item failed to inolude ai^ countries in the 
Orannt, and sots of the suggested responses, i.e., Poland and the Republie 
of Ireluid, were considerably less appropri.ate. 

Question J i Wei^ your parents born in Canada? 



Vancouver has a higher proportion of students whose parents are 
bom outside of Canada than the provlnoial or national metropolitan averages < 

Queatlon 9; Where did you attead school on June 1. 1970 ? 

A smaller proportion of Vancouver pupils was attending school in 
other provinces of Canada than was true for the province as a whole. Both 
Vancouver and British Columbia tend to have a larger percentage than the 
rest of Canada of pupils who. had been attending school in Italy, the United 
■ Kingdaa, and the United States . ■ 

Question 10: During the school year, how ma^y hours of television 
— . do^ you uauallv watch per week? 

n 1 w three groupa, I.e., Vancouver, the Province of British 

Columbia, and Canada, children tend to do leas televiewing in the hieher 
grades than they do in Grade 6 or 7. In Vancouver, 7% of the pupils in 
Grade 6 watched less than five hours of television. At the Grade 12 level 
the proportion is increased to 26%. On the other hand, there are 37^ of the 
Grade 6 pupils who watch niore than twenty hours of television per week, and 
this IS reduced to less than 0, at the Grade 12 level. 

^i- R . A^^fipafi^on of the televiewing habits suggests that the students 
ol amtish Columbia do less televiewing than do those in Canada as a whole 
Vancouver students have an Intermediate position that is more like the average 
for the Province than that of the Dominion. *b« 

Queatlon 111 During the school yean, how many books do you usually 
™__ read per month? 

me.r>. « ^f/^^ the. case wlth telovie^dng, younger children tend to read 
^unllf ni ?• I^ijancouver, appradmately lOl of the Grade 6 ' 
pupils^ claimed to read less than a book a month. At the Grade 12 level the 
proportion was 17.51. On the other hand, 18.5^ of the Grade 6 pupils wire 
SSla^s^filf ""^'^ ^^^rP-^ month, while the corresponding Hgure for 

reveals ^hl "?^S^''^^°" ^t?» *he statistics for British Columbia and Canada 
twHrLcf thaf reading to a greater e^ent than the other 

and f * Bmaller proportion read fewer than one book per. month 

and a larger percentage are reading five, six, seven or more books per month 
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Question 14 .• 



? ^fFs important single reason rot attending 
school? (A) tm law requires it, (B) my parents make me, 
ic;_l want to continue my education, (D) I want to improve 
jny ^lob opportunltlas . 



, ■ ^^JJf^"^^^ Students in Grades 8, 10 and 12 listed as their first 

motivation to omprove my Job opportunities". This proportion was lower 
than that for the province or for all of Canada. The second most popular 
response was "to continue education", but here the proportion was less 
than that for Canada as a whole. It is noteworthy that responses (A) and 
(bj were less popular, but they tended to be given more frequently bv 
students in British Columbia than by students in the rest of Canada (see 
labU I). Furthemore, these responses tended to be given more frequently 
by students m Grade 8 than by students in higher grades. quent.iy 



TABLE I: SUM-IArar OF ffiSFUNSES OF STUDENTS IN GRADES 10 AND 12 IN 
VANCOUVER, IN METROPOLITAN AmS OF B.C. AND IN CANADA TO 
ITEM 14 i KHAT IS YOUR M03T lOTORTANT SINGLE REASON ^OR 
ATTENDING SCHOOL? (ENTRIES ARE PERCEm^) ' ' ' 



fesponses 

A. The law requires it 

B. My parents make me. 



C, To continue my 
education. 



Or, 



7.4 



6.12 



D, To improve my 

Job oppprtunities. 



E. Other reasons. 



34.11 



44.13 



1.67 



Vancouver B.C. 

Gr.e 



Canada 



Gr.lOi 



Gr.l2 



4.6l| 



5.12 



2.45 



2.97 



29.77 



7.97 



6.78 



a.i9 



Gr.lO 



C-r.l2 



4.75 



5.671 



33.17 



27.62 



2.18 



2,77 



ar.e 



6.87 



4.88 



49.26 



2.86 



145.55 



3.25 



46.24 



1.71 



50.55 



3.08 



32.61 



46.50 



3.76 



34.48 



Gr.lO 



3.26 



3.89 



Or. 12 



47.24 



33.52 



149.73 



0.99 



1.89 



..45i 



! 2.35 



34.11 



49.88 



3.38 



Note: 



on re,u?srS/L:^:ot°SrLrtL^=m°:^ ^r^"^"" the responses la available 
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APPENDIX '»A" 



SiK 



FU.L ONE 
CIRCLE 
ONLY 



Mil€ 



Ftmala 



MOTHiR TONGUf 

Language 
FiRiT spoken 
and STILL 
UNDlRiTOOD 



FILL ONE 
CIRCLE ONL Y 



ingjish 
F Pinch 

italran 

Other f specify J = 



DATf OF BIRTH 



MONTH 
AND 

ViAR OF 
BIRTH 



"7 



Month 



Year 



MONTH 

OF 
IIRTH 



F/LL ONE 
CIRCLE 
ONL V 



Jan. 
to 

May 

Jufii 
to 

Die, 



YiAROFilRTH 



DiCADi 



F/LL ONE 
CIRCLE 
ONLY 



194- 



ACTUAL 
YtAR 



FILL ONE 
CIRCLE 
ONL Y 



1 

0 I O B 
I 

. 1 I O 6 



196- 


0 2 


! O 7 
1 




u 3 


1 a 8 

1 




n 4 


\ 

f O 9 



4, Wheri vytrt you born? 

// born IN Caneda, mark thi province then 00 TO QUESTION 5. 



O Nfld. O NJ. 

If born OUTSIDl Cgnadg, mark the country, 
^'i Unlt«l Kingdom 
O Germany 
O Italy 



O Qui. O 

C Ont, C 

O Poland 

o Republic of Irtland 

O United Statti 



Man. 

Sask, 



AIti, 
B,C. 



O Yukon 



Other, write htrt 



B. Wert your P^RlNTS born IN Canada? 
O Both 
Ntlther 



U Mo thi r only 
O Father only 



9. Where did ycu ittgnd 
If attended school \H 
O Nfld. 

o p,ij, 

// Jt tended schofll OL 

United Kingdc 
' " Germany 
C Italy 



to. During the school yen 
Do not include houn a 
C 04 

O 5 9 



11. During tht school yeaj 
Do not include assigiiei 

O Noni 
O 12 



12. What ^ctian{s) of 1 ne= 
FILL ONE OR MORE 
O Nsne 
O ComiE 
O Editorial 



In total, how many brothers and iiitari do you have? 

Include stepbfothers artd sisters and adopted trotheri and sistcn. 



O Noni 
O 1 

O 2 



O 3 
Q 4 

C 5 or more 



7, Can you sp^ak inglish or French well enough to conduct a conviction? 

O inglishonly O Both fngllsh and French 

O French only ^ o Nilther inglish nor French 



Indidate the gradt in which you are currently enrollfd. 

If not enrQlied in g grade, indicate the grade in which you are doini MOST of your work. 



13. Have you worked part t 

O No 

C- Yei, regufariy 
O V^s, occasional l~ 
If "Yes", whin c 
FILL OSE OR n 
O Before school 
O Ffom school dot 
O Evening 
O Week-end 



O 6 
0 7 



OB 

Q g. 



O 10 
Q 11 



O 12 
O 13 



ERIC 



14. Whit Is your rnost imper 
FILL ONE CIRCLE ON A 

O The liw r quires 
O My parints mike 



F BIRTH 


3. If ii^it, yiu yuu aneno scnooi on «iun€ i, i3/wi 




yiAR OF BIRTH 


//attindsd school IN Canads. mark the province then GO TO QUESTION 10. 










0 Nfld. ^ NJ. O Qua, O Man. D Alti*. 


0 Yukon 


DECADE 


ACTUAL 
YEAR 




O P,iJ, : NJ. O Ont, 0 Se^. p 
If attended school OUTSlDi Canada, mark the couatry. 


0 N.W.T. 


FILL ONE 
CIRCLE 
ONLY 


F/LL ONE 
" CIRCLE 
ONLY 


0 Unlttd Kingdom C > Poland 

' ' Gerrniny ^ ' Republic of Irtland 




194- 


^ 0 1 C 


5 


0 Italy 0 United Stites 




' 195^ 


/ 1 1 


a 




Other, wrlti here 


: 196 


2 1 O 




10. During the idiool yein hsw many hours of teJavlsisn dp you uiualty witch PER WEEK? 






O 3 j 

U 4 ! 'J 


8 
g 


Dq not include hours of tpicviston watched in school, 

t^** 1 U' 1 4 or mQre 
0 5.9 t 15.19 










11, During the ichool year, how many books do you usually ri^ PIR MONTH? 




> Yukon 
.) N.W.T. 




Do not include assigned, reading, text books, magaiines, or comic book ,. 

0 Nbnt ; 34 C 7 or msfe 
0 1-2 r 5=6 










12, Whet sectionii) of a newspaper do you MOST frequently rt^? 










FILL ONE OR MORE 










0 None C: Flninclal O Women's 




Othtr, write hme 






0 Comic 0 Local O World News 










0 Editorial O Sports 












Othert write here 








13. Hive you worked part time for pay OUTSIDE of your home during the pr^nt Mhool year? 










c ) No > GO TO QUiSTION 14 










0 Yts, regularly • 










0 Yes, occaiionally 










If ''Yti'', whin did you work pirt-time? 










FILL ONE OR MORE 










' 0 Bgforewhooi 










'■ ^ From school cloiing to supper time 










0 Evening 










0 WeeN=end * = = 


Other, write hire 








14, What IS your most important SINGLE rfison forittendlng school? 










FILL ONE CIRCLE ONLY 










0 The law requlris it O 1 want to continue my tducation 




. \ .,- . 






vO My parents mikimt 0 1 %vant to improve my job opportunltlis 












Other, write htre 



ERIC 




A. Please do not put your nam© or any other p^^nil 
IdentKieitlon mark anywhtfe on the qurtionnaire. Names 
are not required because we want to ensure that your 
answers remain absoluttly aonf Idential. 

i. Complete the Information requested on the front cwvar 
before answering the qu^lor^. When completing your 
grade level, use letters as well as numerals where appnoable 
(e.g, 6E, 12BK 

C. Fill in ONE CIRGLi ONLY for all qu^lons, except for 
Qu«lor^ 12 and 13 where you are instructed to *'FILL IN 
ONE OR MURE". 

D. Qu^tlon 2 Your "Mother Tongue'' Is the Fl RST language 
that you learned and STILL underrtand. If you do not now 
understand the firit language you learned, your "Mother 
Tongue" will be the next language that you learned and 
still understand. 

i, Que^lon 3 - Print the month and year of your birth in the 
first section. Fill In the appropriate clrclas in the second, 
third and fourth sertions. ONE CIRCLE ONLY should be 
filled in for each of th^ sectioni. One circle will show the 
month range. One circle will show the de^de end the third 
circle will show the year of birth. For example, if you were 
born in 19B9 you would fill in the circle beside "195." in 
the "DECADE" column and the circle beside "9" in the 
"ACTUAL YEAR'* column. 

F. Question 7 - Do not report a language studied it ^hool 
unle^ you can eonduct a converMtion in it. By this we 
mean being able to mrry on a convefsation of some length 
on a variety of topi«. 

G. Queitioni 10 and 1 1 - Your estimates are required for 
the answers. 

H. The Student Census Projecic quertlonnaire Is an official 
government document Plea» take your asmplrted ques» 
tionnaire home to show your parents the new type of 

, "self'cereus" questionnaire that will be employed in the 
1971 Censui of Canada. If ne^^ry, ask your parents for 
a^l^ance in answering any of the quKtions. 

I. Return the questionnaire to your teacher the next morning 
so that It win not be lost, mislaid or dimiged. If you lose or 
damage your questionnaire, your tiaeher will give you 
anotherone. 



m 
o 



D^r Students 

On the first of Jurie evaryone in Canada wil 
eluded in tht 1971 Population Cinsus. On 1 
all Canadians are being asked to give answei 
quiitions about themselvis. When added up 
DominiQn Bureau of Statistics, these answe 
how many of us live In cities, towns, village' 
farms, and a lot of other things that are imp 
building a batter Canada. 

So that you will know about this aensus, wi 
asking you to complett a questionnaire simi 
design to the 1971 Census questionnaire am 
contains some of the questions your parenti 
completing for you and your family on Jun- 

We are also asking some questions which wil 
highlight student interests and activities, 

Aniwei^ that you give on this Student Censu 
quistionnalre and that your parents give on 
Cenaui queitionnaire, are confidential and 
used only to deicrlbe students and Canadiar 
you or your parents. 

Two million students are going to help us — 
count on you to "count yourself in"? 



Thank you. 



Walter E, 
Dominion Sta 
Ottawa, 
Ap 



no YOUR PART ; ■ 

"COUNT YOURSELF IN'' 

ON THIS IMPORTANT STUDENT CENSUS. 



mow BUREAU OFstATistics - 1971 Student Ceitsus Projecr 



dint: 

rst of June fveryone in Canada will be in^ 
the 1971 Population Cinsus. On that day 
lans ire being asked to givt answers to 
about themsalves. Whan added up by the 
1 Bureau of Statistics, these answers will tell 
y of us live in cities, towns, villages or on 
a a lot of other things that are important to 
I bitter Canada. 

3U will know about this census, we are 
J to complete a questionnaire similar in 
the 1971 Census questionnairi and which 
ome of the questions your parents will be 
g for you and your family on Juni 1. 



0 asking some questions which will help us 
itudent Interests and activities. 

fiat you give on this Student Census Project 
lire and that your parents give on the 1971 
gstionnaire, are confidential and will ba 
to describe students and Canadians, not 
jr parents* 

m students are going to help us — may we 
^Qu to "count yourself in"? 



DATE 



ROOM NO. 



GRADi 



(Name of school) 



(City, town, village, munlcipalltyj 



(Province) 



GUIDES TO HELP YOU 

1. Before beginning, study the *Mnstructlons" fniide 
the front cover 

2. Use a BLACK pencil to fill circles *'0" like thls^'i 

3. If you fill the wrong circle, erase the mark com^ 
plitely and fill the correct one. 

4. Where "WRITE-IN*' answers are required, please 
write or print clearly. 

The "Instructions'* should provide the answers to 
any problems that may arise. If not, ask your 
teacher for a^istance. 



Walter E, Duffett, 
Dominion Statistician, 
Ottawa, Canada. 
AprM 1971. 




Not8 to studerrts 



The Student Census Project is not the official 
Population Census being conducted on June 1, 
Information concerning your^lf is required on 
the of flcfal questionnaire even though you 
complete the Student Census Project qu^Ion- 
nairi. Answers to all questions relating to you 
should be providid by the Head of your houi©- 
hold when completing the 1971 Cenius of 
Canada form. 



